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Marblehead

As the North Shore accent would 
dictate, Marblehead is just “mah-
velous.” With more than 2,000 

yachts and six yacht clubs that greet you as 
you enter the harbor, this attractive town is 
one of the most boater-friendly ports on the 
East Coast. Its nautical history includes New 
England yacht designers and builders of 
legend — including L. Francis Herreshoff, 
C. Raymond Hunt, Starling Burgess, Carl 
Alberg, Ted Hood and Fenwick Williams, 
as well as more recent designers like 
Dieter Empacher, Chris Hood, Jim Taylor 
and Doug Zurn, who designed Billy Joel’s 
Shelter Island Runabout.

From its beginnings, Marblehead has 
been dependent on the sea. Founded in 
1629, its earliest settlers came from England 
in search of fish. Drawn by the abundance, 
fishermen kept landing in Marblehead, 
which was then part of Salem. However, the two settlements 
had little in common. In Salem, the Puritans had come to farm 
and create a religious utopia. In Marblehead, unruly seamen had 
just fish and fortunes on their minds. By 1648, the groups were 
sick of each other. Salem granted Marblehead its independence 

Information in these listings is provided by the facilities themselves. An asterisk (*) indicates we have confirmed the facility’s existence, but it did not respond to our request for updated information.
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Line Cutter

Marine
Facilities
and Services

Info: 800-395-2628
Dispatch: 800-391-4869

Or Download the BoatUS App

	 1	 Little	Harbor	Marina	 781-639-1114	 	 	 	 S	 50	 2/2	 W	 ▲30	 D	 L40	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

 2 Boatworks Marine Electronics  781-631-7565           E        
  and Refrigeration

	 3	 Richards	Marine	Service	 781-639-1622	 	 	 	 S	 30	 	 	 ♦▲	 	 LT	 GF	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 4	 Marblehead	Trading	Company	 781-639-0029	 	 4/4	 Y/Y	 S	 130	 30/17	 W	 ♦▲50	 	 RLC175 PRGDWFE	 GD	 	 MI	 R	 	 	 MV

	 5	 Public	Landing—State	Street	 781-631-2386	 	 	 	 S	 	 	 	 	 D	 	 	SHORT-TERM ONLY    

	 6	 Tucker’s	Wharf	Municipal	Docks	 781-631-2386	 /16	 	 Y/	 	 	 	 W	 ♦▲50	 	 	 	 	 	 	 RSL	 	 	 MV

	 7	 Boston	Yacht	Club	 781-631-3100	 /68	     PRIVATE—RECIPROCAL PRIVILEGES; PUBLIC FUEL DOCK	 GD	 	 I	 	 H	 R	 MVA

	 8	 Dolphin	Yacht	Club	 781-639-6399	 /68	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 PRIVATE        R 

 9 Public	Landing—Parker’s	Boatyard	 781-631-2386	 	 	 	 S	 	 	 	 	 D	 	  SHORT-TERM ONLY    

 10 Public	Landing—Commercial	Street	 781-631-2386 16/   S        SHORT-TERM ONLY    

	11	 Marblehead	Yacht	Club	 781-631-9771	 /71	 	 	 	 	 	 W	 ♦	 L	 	 												PRIVATE    R 

	12	 Public	Landing—Cliff	Street	 781-631-2386	 16/	 	 	 S	 	 	 	 	 D	 	 	SHORT-TERM ONLY P   

 13 Fair Wind Outboard p.353 781-639-2628	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 R	 T	 	 	 	 M	 R	 	 	 MV

	14	 Pleon	Yacht	Club	 781-631-1076	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 PRIVATE         

	15	 Eastern	Yacht	Club	 781-631-1400	 9/9	 	 	 	 	 	PRIVATE—RECIPROCAL PRIVILEGES	 	 	 I	 RSL	 PT	 R	

	16	 Corinthian	Yacht	Club	 781-631-0005	 	PRIVATE—RECIPROCAL PRIVILEGES	 	 L	 	 	 	 	 	 	 PT	 IR	

Marblehead Light sits atop the northern end of Marblehead Neck, guiding the harbor’s entrance.
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and by 1660 the town, which was named for its rocky, hilly 
coastline, had become the fishing capital of New England.

Over the next century, Marblehead became the second-
largest Massachusetts town, with a population of 5,000. 
During the Revolutionary War, the port supplied a generous 
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number of ships and men to the military. Some of the boats 
which rowed George Washington across the Delaware River 
during the Battle of Trenton were manned by Marblehead 
men. But the war took its toll. At its end, Marblehead was 
home to 400 widows and hundreds more fatherless children.

In the following generations, Marblehead would return to 
fishing when other trades didn’t pan out. In 1831 the railroad 
linked Marblehead to larger cultural and commercial centers in 
Boston and Portsmouth. Soon the value of the town’s manufac-
tured goods outshone its fisheries. However, prosperity didn’t 
last long, as fires in 1877 and 1888 destroyed most of the fac-
tories. Gradually, the town returned to seafaring. Marblehead 
became the playground of wealthy Boston yachtsmen who 
built the grand homes that still adorn the harbor today.

Marblehead also offers natural beauty, services, unique 
shops, numerous restaurants and watering holes of renown. 
It’s a treat to stroll around and admire the architecture — more 
than 200 buildings here predate the American Revolution.

 Things to See and Do
The public landing at State Street is key for every sailor who 
visits Marblehead, whether by launch or by dinghy. It’s also 
the best access to town. Restrooms, an information booth, 
a cabana, laundry and a marine supply store — it’s all here. 

A short walk west from the public landing, the Jeremiah 
Lee Mansion is home to The Marblehead Museum (170 

Marblehead Harbor is a recreational boater’s dream, which is quickly apparent based on the volume of aquatic activity.

Washington St.; 781-631-1768). It is an impressive Georgian-
style manor built in 1768. The staff will give you a map of all 
the other historical sites in town.

At Abbot Hall (188 Washington St.; 781-639-3425), you’ll 
lose yourself in the iconic painting “The Spirit of ’76,” for-
merly called “Yankee Doodle,” depicting the Revolutionary 
War fife-and-drum trio that stirred everyone’s spirits at the 
1876 Centennial International Exhibition in Philadelphia.

While you’re in the neighborhood, be sure to plan a visit to 
F.L. Woods (76 Washington St.; 781-631-0221), the oldest 
shop in Marblehead and home of the first U.S. nautical chart 
agent on the coast. You’ve probably seen its iconic buoy logo 
on a sticker or mug somewhere in your travels. Be the envy 
of your friends and scope out their fashionable collection of 
clothes donning the famous “Marblehead green,” the town’s 
legendary yacht paint color. The hue is tied to the paint on 
hulls to keep barnacles and other ocean life from growing. 
(Don’t mention “Nantucket red” around here.) At 80-plus 
years old, F.L. Woods is an institution for generations of 
mariners. You’re not going to find the things in this store 
anywhere else, which is why so many fishermen and yachts-
men make it a tradition to stop at F.L. Woods. Pet owners 
take note: There’s some special stuff for dogs here, too.

Marblehead’s already densely populated harbor grows even 
more every July during Marblehead Race Week, which high-
lights the summer season. A few hundred boats of various 
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classes compete. If you yourself are not racing, 
head to Castle Rock off Ocean Avenue or to 
Lighthouse Point at the end of Follett Street 
for a good landside perspective. From Crocker 
Park on Front Street you’ll also have a fine 
view. Smaller-scale competitions are held each 
summer Sunday morning and Wednesday eve-
ning on Redd’s Pond, where model sailboat 
races battle in the tradition of the Marblehead 
Model Yacht Club, founded in 1892.

While you’re in the area, visit Redd’s Pond 
Boatworks (1 Norman St.; 617-834-7547), 
where classic wooden boats are still crafted 
the old way — it’s also a great spot if you need 
a scrap of mahogany or teak for a project. 
Once you’re up this way, have a walk through 
Old Burial Hill, the oldest graveyard in New 
England. It offers great views. If you’re up for 
a little hunting, search for the headstone of 
the noted yachtsman Mr. Noyes. On his head-
stone, you will see a full relief carving of the 
great L. Francis Herreshoff yacht Ticonderoga.

Celebrate Independence Day anew at the 
Marblehead Festival of Arts (781-639-
2787), featuring waterfront concerts, children’s amusements, 
fireworks and more. Most brilliant of all is the annual Harbor 
Illumination preceding a grand fireworks display over the 
harbor. The town passes out thousands of flares, and lit-up 
volunteers line the harbor. It’s quite a sight.

The best way to see Marblehead is a stroll along the wind-
ing, one-way streets, where you’ll pass 17th- and 18th-cen-
tury houses built so close together that property owners fight 
about the drips coming from their neighbor’s roof. The slop-
ing roads were once crowded with saloons, when the average 
consumption of liquor per person was 3.5 gallons a year — 
a lot even for sailors. And not the same kind of “lit-up” as 
Harbor Illumination night.

If you wish to go farther afield, rent a bike at Marblehead 
Cycle (781-631-1570) and take a ride to Devereux Beach 
on Ocean Avenue. Keep riding across the causeway to 
Marblehead Neck, where the first summer residents camped 

Flores Mantilla maintains the prettiest storefront in Marblehead year-round. A full-service 
florist, one of their elegant designs will be certain to brighten your vessel’s salon.
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in tents. Cottages weren’t built here until 1867. As you’ll see, 
residents don’t camp in tents or cottages anymore.

 Restaurants and Provisions
The Landing (81 Front St.; 781-639-1266), located near the 
town landing (if that wasn’t already assumed), is a mainstay. 
If you’re an early riser, head west a few steps from the land-
ing to the nearby Driftwood (63 Front St.; 781-631-1145), a 
classically humble place that opens for breakfast at 5:30 a.m. 
and also serves lunch. Lobster is a Marblehead tradition, and 
you can get yours and other seafood at The Barnacle (141 
Front St.; 781-631-4236), Marblehead’s oldest family run res-
taurant that’s a short walk from Little Harbor Marina.

From Front Street, it’s a relatively short stagger up State 
Street to Maddie’s Sail Loft (15 State St.; 781-631-9824), a 
renowned visiting mariner’s bar with occasional music that 
has a restaurant upstairs.
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For some creative nosh, try 5 Corners Kitchen (2 School 
St.; 781-631-5550), under a half-mile’s walk from Boston 
Yacht Club, where the chef and owner creates culinary 
delights with some French influence — sample a charcuterie 
and indulge in dishes that feature housemade pasta and other 
local ingredients. Or grab a slice next door at the Marblehead 
House of Pizza (7 Atlantic Ave.; 781-631-4898), which has 
been baking pies since 1967. In that same neighborhood, 
Caffe Italia (10 School St.; 781-631-5700) offers great week-
end entertainment while serving some nice antipasti. 

For provisioning, stock up on groceries at Crosby’s 
Marketplace (781-631-1741), a supermarket that also sells 
beer and wine. It’s a brief walk from the town landing.

Little Harbor is a great place for exploring by dinghy, 
and you’ll find locals hanging out and swimming on the 
inside of Crowninshield Island, which is owned by the 
Trustees of Reservations. This is also where you will find 
the lower yacht yard of Marblehead Trading Company 
(781-639-0029). This spot is in the shadow of the former 
Graves Yacht Yard, which in its heyday built many nota-
ble yachts, including the 12-meter Easterner and the Ted 
Hood design Nefertiti. To the south, just inside the harbor, 
is another Marblehead Trading service yard. Marblehead 
Trading’s other location is at the yacht club, adjacent to the 
Cliff Street public landing.

If you’re in the market for a new craft, visit the offices of 
Boston Yacht (257 Washington St.; 781-990-1916), which is 
about six blocks up from the public landing at Commercial 
Street and Hammond Park. They will find the perfect fit for 
you and your family. Boston Yacht’s premium brands include 
Sabre and Back Cove, innovative luxury builders that are 
both from Maine.

If your idea of a new boat is, well, your own idea, chat with 
the friendly folks at Zurn Yacht Design (2 Catherine Lane; 
781-639-0678). Whatever you dream they can help realize. 
Zurn’s craftsmanship is all about aesthetics, and the result 
is a seaworthy, efficient and reliable vessel that’s also strik-
ing and worthy of admiration. The owner is a lifelong sailor 
whose intuition draws from decades of diverse experiences 
and qualitative values that a computer could never achieve. 
Outboard work should be left with the specialists at Fair 
Wind Outboard (781-639-2628) in the southwest corner 
of the harbor on Ocean Avenue, heading toward Marblehead 
Neck. Their services are second to none, and the staff is con-
stantly getting accolades for being proactive. Expect the crew 
at Fair Wind Outboard to diagnose and fix your problems — 
and also give you advice on what you can do to protect your 
boat against future problems.

Liven up the empty surfaces of your vessel with a 
handpicked bunch from Flores Mantilla (164 Washington 
St.; 781-631-9483). Their beautiful arrangements can be 
found just a few steps from Crocker Park, and they deliver. 
It’s a great way to remind your crewmates to occasionally stop 
and smell the roses. Flores Mantilla is always getting five stars 
from customers, who rave about the fine quality and expert 
service as much as the staff staying within personal budgets.

The list of services in this yachting mecca is long, and you’ll 
easily find all the conveniences, such as an ATM or coin laun-
dry, somewhere close by. ZBC Marine Services (7 Calthrope 
Road; 508-847-1134), aka Cloutman Marine, is just a few 
blocks from Little Harbor Marina. They can help with any 
repairs and engine services from Boston to Newburyport.

 Tides
Use tide tables for Salem. The mean tidal range is 8.9 feet.

 Charts
Use Maptech ChartKit Region 2, Pages 52 and 55A; Maptech 
Waterproof Chartbook Cape Cod Canal to Casco Bay, Maine; 
Waterproof Charts 7, 21 and 84. Also, NOAA charts 13275 
(1:25,000) and 13276 (1:10,000).

 Navigation and Anchorages
Marblehead Harbor is 11 miles from White Rocks Light at 
Lynn Harbor, 13 miles from Deer Island in Boston Harbor, 
4 miles from Manchester and 9 miles from Gloucester. One 
mile long and 700 yards wide, the harbor is exposed to north-
east winds, but very protected from howling gales from any 
other direction.

The town of Marblehead is on the northwest shore; to the 
southwest is the Back Beach causeway; and to the southeast is 

Looking out towards the harbor from Old Burial Hill, a historic cemetery 
founded in 1638.
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Marblehead Neck. Because of the large number of rocks and 
ledges in the area, don’t approach Marblehead Harbor in fog 
or poor weather conditions.

From the south, stay east of R “4” Fl R 4s at Outer 
Breakers, located 2.6 miles east of Swampscott. Don’t cut 
inside the buoy or you’ll probably hit a ledge. From there, 
head north and slightly east, passing east of Tinkers Island. 
From a distance, Tinkers looks like two islands because of 
the low spit between the hilly ends.

Stay off Marblehead Neck’s eastern shore. Lobster-trap 
markers here have a nasty habit of grabbing props and 
rudders. Keep a sharp lookout and a sharp knife handy. If 
you must cut a lobster-trap line, make a valiant effort to tie 
the ends of the cut line together. Remember: Fishermen make 
a living from these traps.

To the north you’ll see Marblehead Channel’s RG “FR” Fl 
(2+1) R 6s BELL east of Marblehead Rock. Navigate between 
the rock and this bell. Now steer northwest and pick up G C 
“1” and G C “1MH,” then proceed into the harbor.

From the northeast, make your approach to Marblehead 
through Salem Channel, south of Manchester Bay and 
north of Bakers Island. Pick up R N “6” on the north side 
of Salem Channel and head west toward G “9” Q G BELL at 
Powers Rock north of Bakers Island. You’ll be able to spot 
Bakers Island because of its lighthouse, Al WR 20s 111ft 14M 
HORN. Just to the southwest, Pope Head is a pile of bedrock 
and glacial debris with a few trees.

CAUTION: There are hundreds of wrecks — one piled on 
the next — in the area 3 miles south and southeast of 
Bakers Island, along the Breakers and Newcomb ledges. 
Don’t be the next to misjudge this ground. 

From G “9” Q G BELL turn southwest into Eagle Island 
Channel and follow it into Marblehead Harbor. The chan-
nel passes between Eagle Island, which has few trees and no 
buildings, and Brimbles, a collection of rocks marked by RW 
Bn. Childrens Island, to the southwest, is marked by a green 
water tank, a few dark buildings and some trees.

The northern of the two “CH TOWER” marks on the 
chart in Marblehead is actually the red-brick clock tower of 
Abbot Hall, an excellent landmark. Marblehead Light F G 
130ft 7M marks Marblehead Neck. The light is located at 
Chandler Hovey Park, a great spot for a picnic.

From the northwest at Beverly, it’s easiest to head around 
the north side of Middle Ground and then swing down 
toward Marblehead. Remember that Little Haste Island or 
Haste Rock will make waste of your boat.

Pick up G C “7” in Salem Sound near Haste Rock off 
Middle Ground, and head south down the Marblehead 
Channel, passing between G C “5” at Coney Ledge and R N 
“6” at Eagle Bar. Continuing down the channel you’ll pass 
Eagle Island. At G “3” Fl G 4s east of Chappel Ledge, turn 
southwest into Marblehead Harbor.

If the wind is strong, or you’re coming from Salem, use the 
South Channel passing closer to the Marblehead shore. The 

channel is narrow and rimmed with rocks, so pay close atten-
tion to what you’re doing, and keep an eye on Kettlebottom, 
marked by G “1,” which is almost due north of Marblehead 
Harbor’s entrance.

Marblehead Harbor
Once in Marblehead Harbor, you’ll have to thread your way 
among more than 2,000 yachts, mostly sailboats, bobbing at 
their moorings. Anchoring is only allowed outside the moor-
ing fields, preferably near the harbor mouth, with permission 
from the harbormaster (781-631-2386 or VHF 16). The har-
bormaster’s office at Tucker’s Wharf is just yards from the 
town landing and acts as the welcoming committee for visit-
ing yachtsmen. Both gas and diesel fuel are available at the 
town landing area, and provisions a short walk away. The 
harbormaster’s office also provides showers and laundry for 
transient visitors, and a far user-friendlier experience than 
ever before. In recent years the harbormaster has taken over 
all reservations of transient moorings, as well as offering free 
pump-out service Friday-Sunday, augmenting a 24/7 self-
service facility down harbor. No one anchors in Marblehead 
Harbor, as the waters are just too crowded.

 Shoreside and Emergency Services
Harbormaster: 781-631-2386 or VHF 16 (VHF 14 working)
Tow Service: Sea Tow 800-4SEATOW or VHF 16
—TowBoatU.S. 800-391-4869 or VHF 16 F

781-NEW-BOAT (781-639-2628)
95 Ocean Ave., Marblehead • www.fairwindoutboard.com

Repower Specialist


